[The similarity of the pathogenetic mechanisms of alcoholism and drug dependence and the means of searching for agents for treating these diseases].
The concept of the principal unity of the pivotal mechanisms underlying the formation of the syndrome of dependence on alcohol and various narcotic agents is presented. The central link of the mechanisms is the totality of the specific disturbances of neurochemical processes among which of particular importance are the specific changes in the functional state of catecholamine system. The theoretical approaches to the development of medicinal agents for treating alcoholism and drug addictions are considered. As an example there are discussed the results of using small doses of dopamine receptor stimulants (apomorphine and bromocriptine) and a neuropeptide cholecystokinin.